
 

                                           

                    
               

 Key Points on Chemical Abortions 
 

• Chemical abortions generally involve two drugs: 1) mifepristone, which starves the baby to death by 

blocking progesterone, and 2) misoprostol, which is taken 24-48 hours later and induces contractions 

which expel the baby from the mother. The FDA has approved the use of mifepristone through 10 weeks. 

  

• 63% of all abortions are chemical abortions.i 

 

• Over 1 in 4 abortions are chemical abortions via telemedicine.ii  
 

• According to the FDA's own label for mifepristone, roughly one in 25 women who take chemical 

abortion drugs (mifepristone and misoprostol) end up in the emergency room.iii  

 

• A 2025 analysis of 865,727 insurance claims revealed that one in ten women experience a serious 

adverse event, such as sepsis, infection, hemorrhaging, or another serious or life-threatening adverse 

event, within 45 days of a mifepristone abortion.iv This serious adverse event rate of 10.93% is 22 times 

higher than the “less than 0.5 percent” from clinical trials reported on the drug label.  

 

• In 2023, the Biden Administration removed the FDA requirement that a woman pick up chemical abortion 

drugs from a clinic, medical office or hospital. Removal of the "in-person dispensing" requirement has 

resulted in abortion pills being mailed to women across state lines, without the woman ever visiting a 

provider. The rate of serious adverse events was higher after the FDA removed the in-person dispensing 

requirement.v 

 

• Minor girls are obtaining mail-order chemical abortion drugs, often in violation of their home state's 

parental involvement law.vi 

 

• Coercion and pressure by others is often a factor in a woman's decision to undergo an abortion. A 2023 

study found that in two-thirds of abortions, the abortion was "unwanted, coerced, or otherwise 

inconsistent with [the woman's] own values and preferences."vii   

 Mail order chemical abortions exacerbate the prevalence of coercive abortions. Abusive 

boyfriends, sex traffickers, and others, can easily obtain chemical abortion drugs off the internet and 

forcibly (or secretly) subject pregnant women to them.  

 The Heritage Foundation has compiled a list of publicly documented cases in which women were 

coerced into a chemical abortion. The cases involve pills crushed into food or drink, swapped pills, or 

coerced consumption and abuse.viii 

 Heartbeat International's Abortion Pill Rescue Network (APRN) receives over 200 calls per month 

from women who wish to reverse a chemical abortion. The APRN has seen an increasing number of 

women reporting that they've been coerced or forced to begin a chemical abortion, as well as reports that 

they were slipped abortion drugs without their knowledge.ix 

  

• Recently Passed State Legislation. South Dakota legislature passed a bill which Governor Rhoden 

signed into law on March 20, 2026, making it a crime to distribute or advertise chemical abortion drugs. A 

second bill passed clarifies the definition of an abortion. 

 

• Pending State Legislation. Numerous state legislatures are in the process of enacting legislation 

pertaining to mail-order chemical abortion drugs, including Alaska (requires an in-person physical exam 

https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26881/306636
https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/26454/306017


prior to prescribing an abortion-inducing drug, and requires a follow-up appointment); Iowa (requires 

chemical abortion drugs to be distributed to the woman at a clinic, medical office, or hospital); Kentucky 

(allows for the prosecution of someone who "knowingly and unlawfully prescribes, distributes, supplies, 

sells, or traffics in any quantity of an abortion-inducing drug"); Mississippi (makes it a crime to distribute 

or dispense abortion-inducing drugs); Nebraska (requires an in-person examination before a physician 

provides chemical abortion drugs, and a follow-up visit); Oklahoma (prohibits mailing or distributing an 

abortion-inducing drug in the state and suits can be brought against violators); and West Virginia (allows 

the funding provided to pregnancy help organizations to be used for abortion pill reversals). 
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